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PART ONE

BRIGHT SPOTS AND SHADOWS FOR THE FAMILY TODAY

The Need To Understand the Situation

4. Since God's plan for marriage and the family touches men and women in the concreteness of their daily
existence in specific social and cultural situations, the Church ought to apply herself to understanding the
situations within which marriage and the family are lived today, in order to fulfill her task of serving.[8]

This understanding is, therefore, an inescapable requirement of the work of evangelization. It is, in fact, to the
families of our times that the Church must bring the unchangeable and ever new Gospel of Jesus Christ, just as
it is the families involved in the present conditions of the world that are called to accept and to live the plan of
God that pertains to them. Moreover, the call and demands of the Spirit resound in the very events of history,
and so the Church can also be guided to a more profound understanding of the inexhaustible mystery of
marriage and the family by the circumstances, the questions and the anxieties and hopes of the young people,
married couples and parents of today.[9]

To this ought to be added a further reflection of particular importance at the present time. Not infrequently
ideas and solutions which are very appealing but which obscure in varying degrees the truth and the dignity of
the human person, are offered to the men and women of today, in their sincere and deep search for a response
to the important daily problems that affect their married and family life. These views are often supported by the
powerful and pervasive organization of the means of social communication, which subtly endanger freedom and
the capacity for objective judgment.

Many are already aware of this danger to the human person and are working for the truth. The Church, with
her evangelical discernment, joins with them, offering her own service to the truth, to freedom and to the
dignity of every man and every woman.

Evangelical Discernment

5. The discernment effected by the Church becomes the offering of an orientation in order that the entire
truth and the full dignity of marriage and the family may be preserved and realized.
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Worthy of our attention also is the fact that, in the countries of the so-called Third World, families
often lack both the means necessary for survival, such as food, work, housing and medicine, and the
most elementary freedoms. In the richer countries, on the contrary, excessive prosperity and the
consumer mentality, paradoxically joined to a certain anguish and uncertainty about the future,
deprive married couples of the generosity and courage needed for raising up new human life: thus
life is often perceived not as a blessing, but as a danger from which to defend oneself.

The historical situation in which the family lives therefore appears as an interplay of light and
darkness.

This shows that history is not simply a fixed progression towards what is better, but rather an event
of freedom, and even a struggle between freedoms that are in mutual conflict, that is, according to
the well-known expression of St. Augustine, a conflict between two loves: the love of God to the
point of disregarding self, and the love of self to the point of disregarding God.[16]

It follows that only an education for love rooted in faith can lead to the capacity of interpreting "the
signs of the times," which are the historical expression of this twofold love.

The Influence of Circumstances on the Consciences of the Faithful

7. Living in such a world, under the pressures coming above all from the mass media, the faithful do
not always remain immune from the obscuring of certain fundamental values, nor set themselves up
as the critical conscience of family culture and as active agents in the building of an authentic family
humanism.

Among the more troubling signs of this phenomenon, the Synod Fathers stressed the following, in
particular: the spread of divorce and of recourse to a new union, even on the part of the faithful; the
acceptance of purely civil marriage in contradiction to the vocation of the baptized to "be married in
the Lord", the celebration of the marriage sacrament without living faith, but for other motives; the
rejection of the moral norms that guide and promote the human and Christian exercise of sexuality
in marriage.
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The Call to Marriage: 
A Witness by Joseph Cordaro and Elisa Larson
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS

 Help your sons and daughters stay connected with our seminarians
by following their stories on Facebook and Instagram. It’s my hope

that in this way more young people can become familiar with the life
of seminarians. 

November 1st (Wed.) - All Saint’s
Day
November 2nd (Thurs.) - All Soul’s
Day

6:00 pm Dinner 
7:30 pm Cemetery Mass

Bring hand warmers!!!
November 11th (Sat.) - Football vs.
New Mexico
November 20th-26th - Thanksgiving
break 
November 25th (Sat.) - Football vs.
Air Force
December 8th - Feast of the
Immaculate Conception/ Winter
formal

December 9th (Sat.) - Student leader
Christmas party
Add theme to white elephant (es:
something stolen from grandma’s
house”)
December 12th - Feast of Our Lady
of Guadalupe
December 11th-15th - Finals week 
December 16th (Sat.) -
Commencement 


